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assembled, and the prospect was that he would lose
his election. At the eleventh hour, his personal
friend, John G. Wliittier, went to him and told
him of his danger, and he penned the following
explanation, which saved his election by 1800
votes. We shall see whether he will eat back this
explanation for the sake of being premier or any-
thing else under John Tyler of Virginia."

Whittier's skill in handling all the weapons of
politics in behalf of a cause which both the gr"eat
parties at the North were then doing their best to
keep out of the field of their controversies, was
shown in many ways even before he assisted in
forming the great party of freedom which in
twenty years placed Abraham Lincoln at the head
of our government. From first to last, he refused
to come out from his party until he had done all
that could be done to induce it to assist in the
work of reform. He would not cast aside a strong
man, if he could get ever so little of his strength
committed to the cause he had at heart. This was
strikingly illustrated in the Gushing incident, re-
lated above, and it is to be noticed in his whole
career as a philanthropist. When he entered the
field as an opponent of slavery, he took with him
every weapon he could handle, and refused to
throw away the ballot, as did many of his associ-
ates. In an editorial article written in those days
he says: " What an absurdity is moral action
apart from political!" His pen was consecrated
to the cause, and he refused editorial positions
that would keep him. off the field toward which
a sense of duty urged him. In 1835-36, his